
A -§-s\ D-cp-hn-«p sIm-ïv Ip-Xn-c h-gn-bnÂ-
¡q-sS \-S-¶p. H-cp F-Ãpw I-Sn-̈ p-]n-Sn-̈ p 

sIm-ïv H-cp \m-b A-Xn-se h-¶p. \m-b F-ÃpIm-
cp-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. A-Xn-\mÂ _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡-¡v 
\m-b-sb hn-i-Z-am-bn t\m-¡n-¡m-Wm³ ]-än. H-¶v, 
c-ïv, aq-¶v, \m-ev... \m-ev Im-ep-I-fpw Ip-Xn-c Ir-Xy-
am-bn F-®n.

Ip-Xn-c B-Ëm-Z-t¯m-sS tNm-Zn-̈ p: ""\o H-cp 
Ip-Xn-c-bm AtÃ? Rm³ H-cp Ip-Xn-c-sb t\m-¡n 
\-S-¡m³ Xp-S-§o-«v Zn-h-kw  Ip-sd B-bn.''

\m-b-¡v Nn-cn-h-¶p... A-h³ Nn-cn-̈ p Nn-cn-̈ p 
Ip-g-ªp F-¶v th-Ww ]-d-bm³. F-Ãv hm-bnÂ 
\n-¶v Xm-sg ho-Wp, B Nn-cn Im-c-Ww. ]n-s¶ 
A-h³ _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡-sb t\m-¡n {`m-´-am-bn  
Ip-c-bv-¡m³ Xp-S-§n, ""_u _u..... F-s´m-cp 
a-ï-̄ -cw! Rm³ H-cp Ip-Xn-c-b-Ã, \m-b-bm-Wv. a-
\-Ên-em-tbm? \m-b.'' \m-b ]-d-ªp.

""]-t£ \n-\-¡v \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ D-ï-tÃm?'' 
_p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ hm-Zn-̈ p. ""\n-\-¡v F-́ p-sIm-ïv  
Ip-Xn-c B-bn-¡q-Sm...?''

""Cu Im-ep-IÄ \m-b-bp-sS Im-ep-Ifm... I-
tïm... F-\n-¡v \o-ïp h-f-ª \-J-§Ä D-Å 
ImÂ-̧ m-Z-am-Wv. \n-\-¡p-Å-Xv Ip-f-¼p-Å Im-epw. 
F-sâ Im-ep I-tïm, C-Xp t]m-ep-Å Im-e-Ã  
Ip-Xn-c-bp-tS-Xv. \n-sâ t]m-se Ip-f-¼p-Å \m-
ev Im-ep-IÄ th-Ww.'' A-Xpw ]-d-ªv ho-Wp  
t]m-b F-Ãn³ I-jv-Ww kz-Ø-am-bn I-c-ïp-Xn-
¶m³ \m-b Hm-Sn-t¸m-bn.

""F-\n-¡v Ip-sd-¡q-sS hy-à-am-b H-cp Nn-
{Xw In-«n.'' _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ a-\-ÊnÂ ]-d-ªp.

"A-s¸m Ip-f-¼p-Å \m-ev Im-ep-I-fp-Å Po-
hn-sb th-Ww I-sï-̄ m³. A-§-s\ H-¶n-s\ 
I-ïmÂ Rm³ P-bn-̈ p.' Ip-Xn-c hn-Nm-cn-̈ p.

A-Xpw hn-Nm-cn-̈ v A-h³ ap-t¶m-«p \-S-¶p. 

 $ s-a-mg-na-mä-w: Pn
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A-t¸mÄ H-cp sN-½-cn-bm-Sn-s\ 
I-ïv A-hn-sS \n-¶p. sN-½-cn-
bm-Sv ]p-Ãp Xn-¶p-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. 
Ip-Xn-c A-h-sâ Im-ep-IÄ 
t\m-¡n. Ip-f-¼p-I-fp-Å \m-
ev kp-µ-c³ Im-ep-IÄ... H-¶v, 
c-ïv, aq-¶v, \m-ev... _p-²n-¡p-
Sp-¡ B Im-ep-IÄ F-®n-t\m-
¡n. F-¶n-«v D-d-s¡ tNm-Zn-̈ p: 
""\o Ip-Xn-c-b-tÃ.. Z-b-hm-bn 
F-t¶m-Sv ]-d-bq.. Zm \m-ev Im-
ep-IÄ. \m-en-epw  Ip-f-¼pw... 
\o F-sâ Iq-«p-Im-c³ B-Ip-
tam?''

sN-½-cn-bm-Sv A-h-s\ Xp-
dn-̈ p t\m-¡n. A-h-sâ I-®p-
IÄ Xp-dn-̈ p ]p-d-t¯m-«v  X-Ån. F-¶n-«v A-h³ 
]-d-ªp: ""t_, t_... A-Xv \o-bm-Wv. \o-bm-Wv 
Ip-Xn-c. Rm³ sN-½-cn-bm-Sm...''

""\n-\-¡v Ip-f-¼p-Å \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ D-ï-
tÃm.. ]n-s¶-́ m Ip-Xn-c B-hm-̄ -Xv?''

""Ip-f-¼p-Å-Xv i-cn X-s¶... ]-t£ A-Xv Ip-
Xn-c-bp-sS Ip-f-¼-Ã.'' X-sâ Im-en-se Ip-f-¼v Im-
Wn-̈ v sN-½-cn-bm-Sv ]-d-ªp: ""\o \n-sâ Im-en-se 
Ip-f-¼v t\m-¡v.''

""Rm³ F-´n-\v F-sâ Im-en-se Ip-f-¼v 
t\m-¡-Ww?'' _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ tNm-Zn-̈ p. ""Ip-f-¼p-
I-fp-sS hy-Xym-kw a-\-Ên-em-¡m³. \n-sâ Im-
en-ep-Å t]m-e-s¯ Ip-f-¼m-Wv  Ip-Xn-c-bp-tS-Xv. 
Im-c-Ww, \o Ip-Xn-c-bm-W-tÃm.'' sN-½-cn-bm-Sv ]-d-
ªp

""A-t¿m..! A-Xp-sIm-sï-´m Im-cyw?'' 
_p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ tNm-Zn-̈ p. F-t´m a-dp-]-Sn ]-d-bm³ 
Xp-S-§n-sb-¦n-epw ap-gp-h-\m-¡m-sX sN-½-cn-bm-Sv 
F-t´m ]n-dp-]n-dp-̄ p. ""F-tâ-Xv C-c-«-¡p-f-¼m-
Wv. Ip-Xn-c-I-fp-tS-Xv A-Ã'' kz-́ w Im-ep s]m- 
¡n sN-½-cn-bm-Sv Im-Wn-̈ p sIm-Sp-̄ p. F-¶n-«p 
ho-ïpw ]p-Ãp Xn-¶m³ Xp-S-§n.

kz-bw D-Õm-l-s -̧Sp-̄ m-\m-bn _p-²n-¡p-
Sp-¡ ]-d-ªp: "Im-cy-§Ä G-Xm-ïv A-Sp-̄ -Sp-
¯p  h-cp-¶p-ïv. Iq-Sp-XÂ hy-à-am-hp-¶p-ap-ïv. 
\m-ev Im-ep-IÄ th-Ww. Im-en-sâ A-ä-̄ v Ip-f-

¼v th-Ww. A-Xv C-c-« Ip-f-¼m-h-cp-Xv. C-sXm-s¡ 
i-cn-bm-bmÂ Rm³ Ip-Xn-c-sb I-ïp F-¶À-
°w.' F-¶n-«-h³ ap-t¶m-«p \-S-¶p.

A-h-sâ ap-¼nÂ ]n-s¶ h-¶p-s]-«-Xv H-cp 
I-gp-X B-bn-cp-¶p. A-hÀ A-t\ym-\yw t\m-¡n. 
I-gp-X-¡v \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ D-ïv. Ip-Xn-c a-\-Ên-em-
¡n. H-¶v, c-ïv, aq-¶p, \m-ev.... A-h³ F-®n  t\m-
¡n. F-¶n-«v \m-ev Im-ep-I-fp-sS-bpw A-ä-t -̄¡v 
{i-²n-̈ p t\m-¡n. C-c-«-b-Ãm-̄  Ip-f-¼v. A-sXm-cp 
Ip-Xn-c X-s¶. _p-²n-¡p-«³ D-d-s¡ hn-fn-̈ p: ""G-
bv, \o H-cp Ip-Xn-c A-tÃ... Rm³ F-sâ Iq-«n-\m-
bn H-cp Ip-Xn-c-sb X-̧ n \-S-¡p-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p.''

""A-t¿..! \o H-cp a-ï-\m...'' I-gp-X ]-d-ªp: 
""Rm³ H-cp I-gp-X-bm... Ip-Xn-c A-Ã.''

Ip-Xn-c hm-in ]n-Sn-̈ p: ""\n-\-¡v F-Ãmw D-ï-
tÃm. H-ä-¡p-f-¼p-Å \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ... ]n-s¶ \o 
F-́ m I-gp-X B-b-Xv? Ip-Xn-c A-Ãm-t¯?''

""A-Xv Rm³ ]-d-ª-tÃm... Rm³ H-cp I-gp-
X B-b-Xp sIm-ïv.'' I-gp-X ho-ïpw ]-d-ªp.

_p-²n-¡p-«³ D-d-s¡ I-c-ªn-Ã F-t¶ 
D-Åq. A-h³ B-sI I-ã-̄ n-em-b-t]m-em-bn. \n-
cm-i Im-c-Ww A-h-sâ X-e Xm-gv-¶p \n-ew ap-«n. 
C-\n F-́ v sN-¿-Ww F-¶v _p-²n-¡p-«-\v a-\-Ên-
em-bn-Ã.

X-sâ Zpx-J-I-Y tIÄ-¡m³ A-h³ I-gp-X-
tbm-Sv A-t]-£n-̈ p. ]m-¼n-s\-bpw sN-½-cn-bm-Sn-
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s\-bpw \m-b-sb-bpw I-ï-Xpw A-hÀ \Â-In-b 
A-dn-hp-I-fpw Ip-Xn-c ]-d-ªp. ""C-s¸m \n-\-¡v 
a-\-Ên-em-tbm, C-\n F-§-s\-bm-Wv Rm³ H-cp 
Ip-Xn-c-sb I-ïv ]n-Sn-¡p-I? \o F-s¶ k-lm-bn-
¡p-tam? \m-ev Ip-f-¼p-Å Im-ep-IÄ Rm³ i-cn-
bm-bpw I-ïp ]n-Sn-̈ p.'' _p-²n-¡p-«³  ]-d-ªp.

""Cu \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ A-Ãm-sX a-äp ]-e-Xpw 
D-ïv H-cp Ip-Xn-c-¡v'' I-gp-X ]-d-ªp.

""i-cn-bm-bn-cn-¡mw... ]-t£ F-\n-¡-sXm-
¶pw A-dn-bn-Ã'' Ip-Xn-c ]-d-ªp: ""H-cp Ip-Xn-c 
F-§-s\  C-cn-¡pw F-¶v  F-\n-¡v H-cp Hm-À-a-bp-
an-Ã. F-sâ A-t\z-j-Ww Rm³ F-§-s\ Xp-S-
cpw?!''

""\n-sâ A-t\z-j-Ww Xp-S-cm-³ k-lm-b-I-am-
b H-¶p-ïv; \o H-cp Ip-Xn-c-bm-W-tÃm.''

_p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡  ]-cn-{`-an-¨p sIm-ïv ]-d-
ªp: ""a-äp Nn-e-cpw F-t¶m-Sv C-Xv ]-d-ªn-«p-ïv... 
]-t£ F-t´m H-cp hy-Xy-kv-X-X A-hÀ A-XnÂ 
Im-Wp-¶p-ï-tÃm.''

""D-ï-tÃm..'' I-gp-X ]-d-ªp: ""\n-\-¡p a-säm-
cp Ip-Xn-c F-§-s\ C-cn-¡pw F-¶v A-dn-bm³ 
]-äp-a-tÃm!''

""F-§-s\ C-cn-¡pw?''
""\n-s¶-t¸m-se-̄ -s¶.'' _p-²n-

¡p-Sp-¡-¡v C-Snsh-t«-ä t]m-em-
bn.

A-sXm-cp ]p-Xn-b Im-cyw 
B-W-tÃm. A-Xv Ip-Xn-c a-\-
ÊnÂ C-«p X-«n-bp-cp-«n. ""Hm.. 
C-Xv ]p-Xp-Xm-Wv, C-Xv H-cp-]-
t£ Im-cyw \-S-̄ p-am-bn-cn-
¡pw.''

""D-Zm-l-c-W-am-bn,'' I-gp-X Xp-
SÀ-¶p: ""\o \n-sâ hm-ev t\m-¡v... A-

sX-sâ hm-ev t]m-se-bm-tWm?''
Ip-Xn-c A-Xm-b-Xv, \-½p-sS _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ 

X-e Xn-cn-̈ p ]nd-In-te-¡v t\m-¡n. sIm-Åmw. H-cp 
kp-µ-c-am-b hmÂ.. A-Xv t\m-¡m³ ap¼v an-\-s¡-
«n-«n-Ã. A-Xv A-t§m-«pw C-t§m-«pw N-en-̧ n-̈ p. 
\-Ã \o-ïp Xn-f-§p-¶ \o-f-hpw D-d-̧ p-ap-Å tcm-a-
§Ä! I-gp-X-bp-sS hmÂ t\m-¡n... A-Xv C-Xp-t]
m-se-tb A-Ã. hm-en-sâ A-ä-̄ v  Ip-d-̈ p tcm-a-
§Ä. hn-fn-a-Wn  sI-«n-̄ q-¡n-b t]m-ep-ïv.

""Hm... C-s¸m a-\-Ên-em-bn. \mw c-ïn-tâw hm-
ep-IÄ  X-½nÂ H-cp km-ay-hp-an-Ã.'' Ip-Xn-c ]-d-
ªp. A-Xn-\p ti-jw  I-gp-X-bp-sS  Hm-tcm-tcm  
A-h-b-hpw  X-sâ A-h-b-hpw X-½nÂ _p-²n-¡p-
Sp-¡ H-¯pt\m-¡n, F-s´m-cp hy-Xym-kw! X-
\n-¡p ]-äp-¶-{X X-s¶ t\m-¡n-bn-«p Ip-Xn-c ]-d-
ªp: ""\-½Ä X-½n-Â F-s´m-cp hy-Xym-k-am!''

""\-½-fp-sS hm-ep-IÄ t]m-epw H-tc-t]m-e-Ã. 

P-F-U;m-KX-
tem-I-¯nÂ G-ä-hpw Iq-
Sp-XÂ B-fp-I-sf _m-[n-
tem-I-¯nÂ G-ä-hpw Iq-
Sp-XÂ B-fp-I-sf _m-[n-Sp-XÂ B-fp-I-sf _m-[n-

¡p-¶ tcm-Kw G-Xm-sW-¶v 
Iq-«p-ImÀ-¡-dn-bm-tam? P-e-
tZm-j-am-W-Xv. P-e-tZm-jw 
"kv-tamÄ ko" F-¶-dn-b-s -̧
Sp-¶p. "_n-Kv kn' F-¶-dn-b-
s -̧Sp-¶-Xv Im³-kÀ B-Wv.
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Im-ep-IÄ-¡v am-t{X km-ayw D-Åq...''
""A-Ã. A-Xpw th-sd th-sd B-Wv. i-Ð-hpw 

th-sd-bm. a-säm-cp Ip-Xn-c-¡v \n-sâ t]m-se-bp-Å 
i-Ð-am-Ipw. ]n-s¶ a-Ww. Ip-Xn-c-IÄ-¡v A-h-cp-
tS-Xv am-{X-am-b a-Ww  D-ïm-Ipw

]n-s¶ a-säm-cp Ip-Xn-c-sb I-ïmÂ 
\n-s¶t¸m-se D-Å-Xm-b-Xn-\mÂ \n-\-¡v s]-s«-
¶v ]n-Sn In-«pw.''

""A-s¸m Rm³ a-säm-cp Ip-Xn-c-sb I-sï-
¯p-tam?!''

""]n-¶-Ãm-sX! F-Ãm B-iw-k-I-fpw'' þI-gp-X 
]-d-ªp.

""F-¶mÂ Rm³ t]m-bn t\m-¡-s«; k-l-
I-c-W-¯n-\pw k-lm-b-¯n-\pw \-µn!'' A-Xpw 
]-d-ªv I-gp-X h-¶ h-gn-bn-te-¡v- _p-²n-¡p-
Sp-¡ I-b-dn. "H-slm-bv...' I-gp-X hn-fn-̈ p ]-d-ªp: 
""\n-§-fp-sS ̀ m-Kyw C-s¸m sX-fn-bpw tI-t«m...''

F-́ m-bn-cn-¡pw I-gp-X-bp-sS hm-¡n-sâ AÀ-
Yw F-¶-dn-bm-sX  _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ A-¼-c-¶p. 
F-¶m-epw ap-t¶m-«p sh-̈  ImÂ C-\n ]n-t¶m-
«n-Ã. Xo-cp-am-\n-̈ p.

B h-gn-bp-sS A-h-km-\w _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ 
H-cp sXm-Sn I-ïp. t\m-¡n-b-t¸Ä h-en-b H-cp 
tK-äv ]q-«n-¡n-S-¡p-¶p. ]q-«n-b ]-Sn-hm-Xn-en-\-̧ p-dw 
A-Xm H-cp Po-hn. A-©p ap-f-¦-¼p-IÄ sIm-ïp-
ïm-¡n-b ]-Sn-bm-Wv. A-Xn-sâ ap-I-fn-se ]-Sn-
bnÂ X-e Nm-bv-̈ v A-Xm \nÂ-¡p-¶p A-Xv... Hm... 
A-Xm \m-ev Im-ep-IÄ. H-ä-¡p-f-¼v. \o-ïp ap-än-b 
tcm-a-§Ä D-Å kp-µ-c-am-b hm-ev. A-sXm-¶p-a-Ã 
_p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡-sb B-IÀ-jn-̈ -Xv. \-Ã ]-cn-N-b-ap-
Å kp-µ-c-am-b H-cp a-Ww. Cu Po-hn-bp-sS i-Ðw 
F-§-s\ C-cn-¡pw F-¶v B-tem-Nn-¡p-t¼m 
A-Xm B Po-hn X-e s]m-¡n  t\-sc I-®n-te-¡v 
t\m-¡n tNm-Zn-¡p-¶p: ""F-sâ t]-cv tUm-ºn³ 
F-¶m-Wv; \n-§-fp-sS-tbm?''

""_p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡. Rm³ H-cp Ip-Xn-c-bm. \o-
bpw H-cp Ip-Xn-c-b-tÃ.. F-́ m H-cp hn-j-aw?''

tUm-ºn³  ]-d-ªp: ""Rm-\o ssa-Xm-\-̄ v 
H-ä-¡m. Nn-e-t¸m F-\n-¡v h-en-b k-¦-Sw h-cpw!''

""Rm³ C-hn-sS Xm-a-kn-¡m-\m h-t¶, \n-\-
¡v Iq-«m-Im³'' _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ ]-d-ªp.

""Hm \-¶m-bn... h-f-sc h-f-sc \-¶m-bn.'' 

k-t´m-j-̄ mÂ Ip-f-¼-Sn-̈ p sIm-ïv tUm-ºn³ 
]-d-ªp. _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡-bpw Ip-f-¼-Sn-̈ p. F-¶n-
«v c-ïm-fpw Iq-Sn B ssa-Xm-\-¯nÂ Ip-Xn-¨p  
]m-ªp.

Hm-Sn £o-Wn-¨-t¸m A-hÀ c-ïm-fpw ap-«n  
ap-«n \n-¶p. tUm-ºn-sâ X-e-bn-en-cp-¶ Cu-̈ -I-
sf _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡ hm-ep-bÀ-̄ n ho-in Hm-Sn-̈ p-
I-f-ªp. _p-²n-¡p-Sp-¡-bp-sS X-e-bv-¡p Np-äpw 
]-d-¶ {]m-Wn-I-sf tUm-ºn³  X-sâ hm-ev Np-g-än 
Hm-Sn-̈ p  hn-«p.

]n-s¶ a-c-Ww h-sc-bpw A-hÀ c-ïm-fpw 
thÀ]n-cn-ªn-Ã. A-hÀ B ]pÂ-ssa-Xm-\n-bn-se 
k-t´m-jn-¡p-¶ c-ïp Ip-Xn-c-I-fm-bn A-§-s\ 
A-§-s\ Po-hn-¡p-¶p. C-t¸m-gpw A-sX!

ö
(A-h-km-\n-̈ p)

�P~

C-cp-¼v ImÀ-_-Wp-am-bn tNÀ-¯p-
ïm-¡p¶ tem-l-k-¦-c-am-Wv  
kv-äoÂ. A-S-§n-bn-cn-¡p-¶ ImÀ-
_-Wn-sâ A-f-hn-sâ A-Sn-Øm-\-
¯nÂ kv-äo-en-s\ ssaÂ-Uv kv-äoÂ, 
ao-Un-bw kv-äoÂ, ssl ImÀ-_¬ 
kv-äoÂ F-¶n§-s\ thÀ-Xn-cn-¡p-
¶p. 
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